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In temperance. 

BY J. H. WORST. 

Intemperance, as relates to the excessive use ol 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage, is the groat so- 
cial question of th« future. So much has been 
said unit written on thin prolific theme that.it 
seems almost useless to repeat the well-worn 
phrases descriptive of its damning tendency. The 
tiuestion is, what to do with it V So many plana 
have been torn in luted looking to its overthrow and 
yet ho little haa been accomplished in the way ot 
diminishing the curse. 1 am thoroughly convinc- 
ed that in the near tutu re the power of King Al 
cohol can be' broken but not by any of the organi- 
zations now in existence, nor by all combined. 
Minister-) may preach against it, lecturers may pa- 
rade its tie 11 dull qualities before the public, blue- 
ribbon societies may organize and the ladies of 
the various temperance unions may continue to 
distribute tracts, but the end sought w j]| never 
come by tiny of these agencies. No political or- 
ganization will ever succeed with temperance as its 
distinctive i*sue, yet all these agencies are use- 
ful in their way to arouse public opinion on the sub 
jecU When the rum power is broken it will be 
accoinpl'thod on a new plan. The auxiliaries now 
in the fit I l are good agitators. Moral suasion will 
never cure the disease, for appetite is stronger 
than the will. There is bat one way open for the 
destruction of intemperance, and that is by uniting 
all the temperance associations, and presenting the 
issue before the country in such a way that all 
others who favor temperance can work with them 
without jeopardizing any political issue peculiar 
to either of the great national parties. When this 
issue is .narrowed down to the single proportion, 
whiskey or no whiskey, and when each and every 
man can vote affirmatively or negatively without 
complicating airy other interest whatever, then it 
will surprise even temperance men how strong the 
real temperance element is in this country. There 
must be no sparring for social or political distinc- 
tion as the outgrowth of temperance supremacy as 
a remuneration for past fealty. There must be no 
jealousy among temperance men but a complete 
submission to the one grand end, and that end un- 
complicated with any political contingency. It 
must be whiskey, or no whiskey, as a separate and 
distinct issue, and beyond it just what would have 
been without it, so far as relates to candidates and 
political principles. The question thus divorced 
from all other complications would carry by an 
overwhelming majority in two thirds of the States 
of the Union, which would be sufficient to ratify a 
temperance amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. Until that is done this will not be 
a tempera nee country. 

Admitting, then, that nothing short of such an 
amendment will destroy* the rum power in our 
country, the question arises as to the most practical 
way of securing the amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Evidently by organizing in the various states 
and si-curing amendments to State constitutions. 
Whenever two- thirds ot the States have constitu- 
tional amendments prohibiting the traffic in intox- 
icating liquors, then a constitutional amendment 
prohibiting the same can be adopted and made a 
part of the Constitution of the United States, and 
not before. The first great question then is, how 
to secure constitutional prohibition in the States ? 
If the question would he submitted fairly and 
untrammelled there could be no difficulty ; but 
legislators will not allow the simple and uncompli- 
cated proposition, whiskey, or no whiskey to come 
before the people as long as they are under the in- 
fluence of the rum power. If they do they gener- 
ally submit the question with complications attend- 
ing it that one must sever party relations for the 
time being, or vote for the political dead weights 
ill order to touch the real temperance question. 
As a rule few aside from fanatics will vote it at 
all, and that is just what is desired by the ram 
autocracy. There is no nee in talking about mor- 
al back bone and coming out clearly and solidly 


were to elect St. John to the the Pres ideney. 

The thing is to get the Legislatures of the var- 
ious States to submit the question of constitution- 
al amendment to the people without interfering 
with their political faith. This must he done by 
counties. It is no great thing to ask a candidate, 
to pledge himself to woik and vote to that end, as 
it. is simply submitting a question to the people 
without committal to its principles. By judicious 
county organization more than half the counties in 
every State will elect men to the Legislature fully 
committed to submit the question of constitution- 
al amendment to the people. The same in Sena- 
torial districts. This done, the question will come 
before the peopte, and. every man will vote for 
whiskey that desires the rum power to continue 
dominant with its accompanying high taxes, crime, 
debauchery, and degradation. Every man that 
prefers sobriety, good order and prosperity will 
vote no whixkey, and carry it by an overwhelming 
majority. There is no question but what the mor- 
al and .Christian element in almost every State is 
in the supremacy if it can thus be solidified. The 
triumph of temperance principles can 1m- accom- 
plished in no other way. As a distinct party tem- 
perance is a failure as the great body of temper- 
ance men will not identity themselves with the 
party. The cause must now go to its friends. It 
has been calling them without effect too long al- 
ready. B it temperance men are not all saints. 
Too many clamor for impracticable schemes solely 
for personal aggrandizment. They must stop it. 
They must give up everything tor the cause, and 
submit tbe question as a moral and social issue 
upon its merits, and divorced from every political 
dead weight, To parade the anguish and su tier- 
ing resulting from Intemperance before the people 
will arouse the sympathies of % few and enroll them 
as temperance parti zans, but the half will never be 
reached. The temperance cause needs all its 
friends and must be willing to go down to them 
without seeking Bret to count them from their life 
long party affiliations. 

The temperance cause is one of dignity and its 
work must be done in a dignified and statesman- 
like manner. Child's play wit) not arouse when 
the principle involved affects millions and pre- 
sumes the right to correct constitutions and regu- 
late the legal enactments of a great nation. 

There is no curse to-day that sheds a more 
blighting iulluence upon this fair fabric of republic- 
anism than rum, nor is there a manlier or mure 
God like cause than thai of liberating the enslaved 
victims of intemperance. It can be done within 
the next decade. 

Maine, Kansas, and Iowa are no Stronger upon 
the temperance principle than most of the other 
states. True, prohibition does not entirely eradi- 
cate drunkenness in those states, but it makes it 
criminal, and like murder and felony will be hunt- 
ed down and confined to the criminal element. It 
wil spare the boys, so that another generation may 
be untainted with the curse. 

Let all temperance men unite for the cause is 
worthy and the reward is great. Sup|)ort no can- 
didate lot* the Legislature so wedded to the rum 
power that he will not pledge himself favorable of 
submitting the question of prohibition to the peo- 
ple. When the question is submitted fairly let 
every man favorable to temperance work for it, and 
when that is accomplished continue the missionary 
work among adjoining States until not less than 
twenty- six States have constitutional prohibition, 
then prohibition can be engrafted into the Consti- 
tution of the United States and the work will need 
no further attention than the proper legislation 
and faithful execution of the laws. 

Nothing short of absolute prohibition will ever 
rid this country of its most festering curse. 


The Bible Is SnlHricnt . 
The first Christ iaim — 1 mean those who lived 
eighteen hundred years ago — used no book as 
authority in church matters but the "Scriptures," 
and eon tiled these sufficient "for doctrine, tor re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the man of God might be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works." The 
Christians of the nineteenth century, following 
this celestial example, take the Scriptures as their 
infallible rule ol faith and duty. And to this rule 
every minister and "member is understood to stand 
pledged. No man is, or si ion Id lie admitted 
into a Christian church who denies the Holy 
Bible, its doctrine, its God, its Christ, its Spirit, 
or Us truths. The Bible is our creed, our consti- 
tution, our discipline, our rule of faith and duty, 
our early lesson, and our ultimate appeal. This 
being so, no man has any claim to membership in 
the body who rejects the Book. He has a right to 
study, to interpret, to explain, but not to deny. Of 
course this does not cut off honest friendly criti- 
cism concerning verbal errors of translation, which 
are admissible by all denominations. When he 
finds a higher authority, a more sacred rule, a 
better guide, it is his duty to disavow his profess- 
ion at his initiation into the church and dissolve 
his connection. The Christians have a God who 
alone is always God, infinite in every possible ex- 
cellence. They have a Savior, God's Son, "who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God ; but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant, and was made in the likeness of men ; and 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name ; that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven aud 
things in earth, and things under the earth: and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." They 
have their sacred books ; and none of these things 
are to be hcl i i t led, or preached agatust in ChriB- 
tian pulpits. 

But this article, or my or an) man's interpreta- 
tion, is liable to criticism, or absolute denial, as a 
fair statement. — Sklbctkd by II.vttib Summers, 
North Manchester, I ml. 


If that plea is adhered to temperance will forever 
remain in a hopeless minority, and continue as 
powerless to accomplish anything as its adherents 


We picture death as coming to destroy ; let us 
rather picture Christ as coming to save. We think 
of death as ending ; let us rather think of tife as 
beginning, and that more abundantly. We think 
of losing ; let us think of gaining. We think of 
parting ; let us think of meeting. We think of 
on the side of temperance, for people will not do itJ going away ; let us think of arriving. And as the 


Why (jlnrrriior Brings Wore No Collar. 
It was a great mystery to many people why 
Governor Briggs of Massachusetts, wore a cravat, 
but uo collar. Some people thought it was an ab- 
surd eccentricity. Ah ! no. This was the secret. 
Many ye a in before, he was talking with an inebri- 
ate, and telling him that his habit was not neces- 
sary, and the inebriate retorted upon- him saying j 
"We do 8 great many things that arc not necessary. 
It is not necessary for you to wear that collar." 
"Well," said Governor Briggs, "I will never wear 
a collar a^ain if you won't drink." "Agreed," said 
the inebriute. Governor Briggs iievcr wore a col- 
lar. They both kept their bargain for twenty 
years. They kept it to death.- That is the reason 
Goyernoi' li'iggs did not wear a collar. That is 
simply magnificent. That is the Gospel of the 
Son of God. Self denial for the good and rescue 
of others. Oh ! my brother, we might by little 
effort now and then save a man. By how little or 
by how much self-denial ate wc willing to be in- 
fluenced V I stop at this point because I have no 
more time to pursue the subject, although I have 
much more to say upon it. I stop at this point 
by throwing all the passions of my soul into one 
prayer. God help us! — T. I) e Witt Talmaoe, 


Yoiee of death whispers, "You must go from earth," 
let me hear the voice of Christ saying, "YTou are 
but coming to Me." — Normax MoLkod. 


Love works miracles every day ; such as weak- 
ening the strong and strengthening the^ weak ; 
making fools of the wise, and wise men of fools ; 
favoring the passions, destroying reason, and, in a 
word, turning everything topsy-turvy. 

Let us not make scapegoats of the money chang- 
ers. The sin belongs to all who worship and cov- 
et wealth as the chief good. The Bin is not in being 
wealthy, but it is inordinate appetite, making riches 
the end, not the means, of life. Bags arc not 
riches, nor is it the possession of wealth which is 
commendable. 


